Sidney Community School District
Board of Directors Regular Meeting

March 16, 2015   7:30 p.m.  2754 Knox Road

Call meeting to order and determine quorum


The meeting was called to order at 7:32 p.m. by President Heidi Lowthorp. Directors present were Heidi Lowthorp, Alisha Ettleman, Brad Johnson and Larry Holt.  Director Erika Graham was absent. Also present were Superintendent/7-12 Principal Gregg Cruickshank, Curriculum Director/PK-6 Principal Linda Spencer and Board Secretary Janet Lemrick.

Recognition of guests


There were seven guests present.

Approve agenda


Motion to approve the amended agenda was made by Director Johnson with second by Director Ettleman. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0

Approve minutes


Motion to approve the minutes from regular meeting on February 16 and special meetings on February 22 and February 25 was made by Director Holt with second by Director Johnson. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0
Consider bills to pay


Motion to pay the bills as presented was made by Director Johnson with second by Director Holt. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0

Financials


Motion to accept the financial report as presented was made by Director Ettleman with second by Director Holt. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0

Audiences


Kendra Johnson, Sidney Youth Association, reported to the Board of the donation of a batting cage and L screen.  SYA  would like to place at the youth ball field in town. She also informed the Board of the donation of $1400 from the Alumni Basketball game. They would like to use the monies to repair the scoreboard at the youth ball field. The Association will make plans to clean the concession stand and paint dugouts. She asked if the district could look into repairs for the cement around the storm drain behind one of the dugouts. 


The Board gave consensus for the SYA to move forward with their plans

Janice Shanno, Technology Integration Specialist gave a presentation on STEM and Computer Science coding skills that are being taught to the Kindergarten through eighth grade classes.

Nancy Rocker, Title 1 Instructor presented data on screening and testing for literacy at the elementary as part of the state Early Literacy Initiative.

Teresa Focht-Language Arts teacher was unable to attend so Mr. Cruickshank presented to the Board information on class offerings in Information Writing and Informational Reading. The classes would become required coursework for juniors in high school. The Board gave consensus to proceed with the offering of the two classes.

Reports


Mrs. Spencer presented the Elementary report.


Mr. Cruickshank presented the Jr/Sr High/Superintendent report.

▪Legislative updates- nothing new to report.
▪There is an IASB Board development opportunity at Villisca on April 29. Directors Lowthorp and Ettleman will attend.
▪Corner Conference Honor Band will be March 19 at Essex.

Discussion

Enrollment/staffing/scheduling 2015/16


After considerable discussion the Board gave the go ahead to hire an additional elementary instructor for 2015-16.

Communication Nishnabotna Auto and Ag

Sidney will house automotive and agriculture classes in 2015/16 for neighboring schools.  Staff and Board from each district will meet in the near future to plan.
Budget 2015/16


Different scenarios for allowable growth for 2015/16 and its impact on the tax rate were discussed.  The maximum rate will be 15.08 at 0 % allowable growth and as low as 14.58 at 4% allowable growth.  

Discussion/Action

Telecommunications/Internet/Erate


After much discussion it was decided to investigate further the capabilities of different phone systems.  The Board agreed to switch to Spiral Communications for the fiber connection between the elementary and junior/senior high school.  
Facility projects for summer


Ray Moreland, Maintenance Director, presented items in need of repair for this summer.

JH/SH parking lot


Motion to award to the lowest bidder the resurfacing of the Jr/Sr High parking lot was made by Director Johnson with second by Director Ettleman. The project will be paid for from PPEL and State Penny.  Estimated cost is $15,000.  Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0

JH/HS gym floor – there are safety issues with the warping of boards around the volleyball supports.  Also, the gradual build up of years of refinishing with an oil based finish has reduced the traction on the floor.

Motion to award bid to Glascock Floors for $19,373 to strip, paint and resurface the gym floor with a water based finish was made by Director Ettleman with second by Director Holt.  The project will be paid for from PPEL and State Penny. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0

LED light bulbs – an opportunity exists to work with Mid-American Energy to replace old bulbs with high efficiency LED bulbs.  There is a 70% rebate on the LED’s once installed and they are 63% more efficient than the current bulbs.  The estimated cost of the project is $8000.  The project will be paid for from the General Fund.

Motion to purchase 1212 LED light bulbs was made by Director Ettleman with second by Director Johnson. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0

Install new heat pumps


It was decided to discuss further at the next meeting.

Alcove roofing


Alcove roofing will be in the district next week for the annual roof inspection. They will have a report available at next month’s meeting.

Driver Education


Motion to keep student tuition the same as last year: $300.00 for regular students and $250.00 for reduced students and to pay the instructor $190.00 per student for Driver Education was made by Director Johnson with second by Director Holt. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0

Budget guarantee resolution


Motion to resolve that the Board of Directors of Sidney Community School District, will levy property tax for the fiscal year 2015-16 for the regular program budget adjustment as allowed under section 257.14, Code of Iowa was made by Director Ettleman with second by Director Johnson. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0

Budget hearing date, time and place


Motion to set the annual budget hearing for April 8, 7:00 pm at the Board room was made by Director Johnson with second by Director Holt. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0 
Action

Resignation of personnel


Motion to accept the resignation of Kaitlyn Zogleman, Elementary Instructor, with regrets was made by Director Ettleman with second by Director Holt. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0

Employment of personnel


Motion to hire Bill Huntington as 7-12 Principal with employment to begin July 1, 2015 was made by Director Johnson with second by Director Holt. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0.  Terms of the agreement are $84,867.74 salary, family dental insurance, no health insurance benefit.
Board comment


President Lowthorp reminded Directors of the graduation date of May 17, 3:30 p.m. and encouraged all to plan to attend the ceremonies.

Celebrations

Preschool Family Fun Night had over 80 participants.

STEM Award presented to Allison Gregg, Elementary Instructor.

Jacob Cain award All Conference Basketball 1st Team (unanimous), All Time Leading Scorer and Rebounder for Sidney High School, KMA 1st Team All Sub-State Corner Conference 

Cameron Whitehead All Conference Basketball Honorable Mention, KMA Corner Conference Freshman of the Year  
Blane Moreland All Conference Basketball Honorable Mention
Mackenzie Hulsing 2nd Team Conference Girls Basketball

Lexy Larsen 2nd Team Conference Girls Basketball

State Special Olympics participants- Weston Shipley (5th); David Janendo(3rd); Kayla Campbell (3rd); Devin Whiteside(4th); Nathan Wolfe(2nd) and Jay Morgan.

Successful “Celebration” performance thanks to Mrs. Zavadil and talented students.

National Business Professional Association qualifiers competing in Anaheim California in May are: Lexy Larsen, Mackenzie Daffer, Erik Wolfe, Christian Slater and Genna Crom.
Adjournment


Motion to adjourn at 10:20 p.m. was made by Director Ettleman with second by Director Holt. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0

A strategy session will be held following the meeting to discuss negotiations with the Sidney Education Association. 

The meeting is exempt from Iowa Open Meetings Law.

Next regular scheduled meeting will be April 20, 2015

This publication of minutes is the unofficial report of action taken.  Official minutes are available for review at the Sidney Community School District after approval at the next regular board meeting.
